
     SOMERSET --- About 25 years 
ago, David Megna was building 
the first house in a 20-lot 
subdivision in Fall River.  But the 
construction of the house was 
taking a long time and atty.  
Megna was getting frustrated.  
Someone suggested he build a 
modular house, but he did not like 
the idea.  But he decided to look at 
a modular home anyway and he 
thought it looked nice, so he 
started building modular homes.  It 
took just a year to fill the 
subdivision up with modular 
houses.  Atty. Megna has been 
building them ever since and this 
year his business, named East 
Coast Homes, was named the top 
builder of that company’s modular 
homes in Massachusetts. 
     Over the years, East Coast 
Homes has built thousands of 
homes across New England and 
averages between 75 to 100 homes 
a year.  The homes constructed in 
2008 range from 1,200 –square-
foot ranches to 4,100-square-foot 
two-story custom colonials.  Even 
in a tough economy, the business 
still thrived and built 41 homes in 
2008 to make it part of Excel 
Home’s “Million Dollar Club.” 
    “We’re doing double what their 
second best builder is doing, as far 
as volume and dollars,” atty. 
Megna said.  “I haven’t really felt 
the recession part of it.  Everybody 
has felt the downturn.  We’re 
doing less than three years ago, but 
we’re busy.” 

     Atty. Megna said people buy 
modular homes from East Coast 
Homes, which is located in the 
Indian Springs Plaza on County 
Street in Somerset, because of the 
experience of the employees who 
work for the business. 
    “We work hard at what we do 
and we try and do a good quality 
home, and we do follow-up,” atty. 
Megna said.  “If people have 
issues and problems, we follow up.  
We’re proud of the house that we 
build.” 
     Atty. Megna said it takes a lot 
to focus and do the organizational 
work to build the number of 
modular homes that East Coast 
Homes sells each year.  But he 
said 90 percent of the business 
comes from referrals or repeat 
customers.  He said he has sold 
modular homes to children of 
parents who he sold homes to 
when they were younger. 
    “It’s nice to see that they grew 
up in the home, they liked it and 
now they want to build a home 
with us,” atty. Megna said. 
       When atty. Megna first started 
in the modular home business, he 
was building ranches and raised 
ranches.  But he said the quality of 
the modular home is better today.  
He said today’s modular homes 
can be specially designed with 
cathedral ceilings.  He said people 
can not tell the difference between 
modular homes and conventionally 
built homes. 
     “We can build basically, 
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anything,”  atty Megna said.  
“People come in with their dream 
home and say can you build it, and 
we say we can.” 
     Atty. Megna said East Coast 
Homes just put in two modular 
homes in Rhode Island that had 
3,000 square feet in less than 30 
days from the time the foundation 
was put in.  Atty. Megna said it 
takes two to three months to work 
with someone on the design of a 
modular home. 
     Atty. Megna said the advantage 
of buying a modular home is that it 
is built in a controlled 
environment, so it is not subject to 
rain or snow that could provide 
deterioration to the houses that are 
being constructed outside before 
they are even finished.  He said 
modular homes are built in 
factories and then installed on site. 
    Atty. Megna said that whatever 
price is given for a modular home 
will not change.  He said prices for 
conventional built homes can 
change because of increases in 
prices for material which can 
impact mortgages that the buyers 
have taken out from financial 
institutions. 
    “Whatever we quote you, that’s 
going to be the price,” atty. Megna 
said. 
     The traditional home builder 
averages three to four homes a 
year and each home takes between 
10 months and 12 months to 
complete. 
     Excel Homes takes advantage 

of modular construction methods 
and can complete a home in a 
fraction of the time – 10 to 12 
weeks.  Excel has served this area 
for over 27 years and is one of the 
oldest and most experienced 
modular companies in the country.   
  Excel Homes is based in Camp 
Hill, Penn.  Excel Homes is the 
largest custom modular home 
manufacturer in the United States.  
The company has built more then 
28,000 modular homes since its 
inception in 1984, with a foot print 
that spans from Maine to Georgia 
and as far west as Michigan. 
  Atty. Megna said it felt good to 
get the award from Excel Homes 
this year.  He said East Coast 
Homes has been one of the 
company’s top builders in 
Massachusetts for about a dozen 
years. 
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